
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Alco Springs Industries, located at 23rd St. and Euclid in Chicago
Heights, Illinois, is a spring manufacturer.

The springs are submersed in an oil quench bath to remove the metal
scale. The quench oil bath sludge (metal sludge), generated when the
quench oil is filtered, is regulated as a special waste (F010).

A quench oil reclaiming system was constructed in November 1980. This
system utilizes three 275 gallon oil tanks equipped with baffles to
separate the metal scale from the oil.

Prior to 1980, this facility employed a landfill to dispose of their
metal scale waste and possibly the quench oil. This landfill was not
permitted by this Agency and lies in close proximity with Thorn Creek.
Thorn Creek has a pollution problem; the problem is the contamination
with heavy metals.

On November 19, 1980, an inspection was conducted by Larry Lai of
DWPC/Maywood-FOS. The inspection disclosed that south of the landfill
100-120 drums containing scale and quench oil were stored. During
another inspection on a later date, these drums were empty, potential
landfilling of these wastes.

Final cover was applied to the landfill area and verified by a letter
sent to Alco Springs Ind. verifying adequate cover. Even though final
cover has been applied, the question of the heavy metal contamination of
Thorn Creek still remains. This facility is assigned a medium priority
and an inspection is required. If heavy metal contamination persists,
maybe the wastes should be removed from the landfill.
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